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New objectives

• One hour a day of reading, writing and maths.

All primary and intermediate children

• Two assessments a year for Years 3 to 8.

Clear reporting to parents

• Get 80% of Year 8 students to or above expected levels.

Reading, writing, maths and science.

• Regain our position in PISA rankings.
Slipped 1 ½ years behind over last couple of years.
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PISA Rankings 

1st Place - Singapore 560

11th Place - Australia 497

12th Place - New Zealand 495
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Refreshed English Curriculum

Needs to be used from the start of 2025.
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New Curriculum Refresh

https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/english

Curriculum refresh link:

https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/lpfs/understanding-the-
reading-framework/

Reading Framework:

Writing  Framework:

https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/lpfs/understanding-
the-writing-framework/
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So what do we need to be aware of?

Change of emphasis in new curriculum.

Reading and Writing Frameworks.
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https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/english

More detailed information

Lays out detailed progress steps to end of Year 2.

https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/english



© The Learning Staircase Ltd, 2021 6

StepsWeb and the NZ Literacy Curriculum

stepsweb.com

https://curriculumrefresh.education.govt.nz/english
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Discussion Points

Much greater emphasis on learning and using 

language and literacy in context.

“Learning literacy in the context of language and literature 

is a key component in English, complementing the 

disciplinary literacies develop in other areas.”
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Discussion Points

“Learning needs to be iterative and recursive”.

Learning needs to build on previous knowledge and 

repeat the same skills in different contexts as they 

progress.
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The Circular Progression

The importance of constantly going 
back, re-checking and, if necessary, 
re-teaching
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Learning Progression Framework - Reading

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/learning-progression-framework-reading-map

Making sense of 

text
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Structured Literacy
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Learning Progression Framework - Reading

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/learning-progression-framework-reading-map

Reading for 

different curriculum-

related purposes

Making sense of 
text

StepsWeb and the NZ Literacy Curriculum

stepsweb.com

Learning Progression Framework - Writing

https://arbs.nzcer.org.nz/learning-progression-framework-writing-map

Writing meaningful 

text

Writing  for different 

curriculum-related 

purposes
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Some key points:

• Using vocabulary knowledge

Students know words they decode because they are in their oral 

vocabulary.     As they become more expert, most words are in their 

reading vocabulary.

• Organising ideas and information for learning

Students use their reading and writing to organise their ideas and 

information for different learning purposes.  
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Why is spelling so important?

Many students learn to read best through a spelling-oriented 

approach – provided that spelling is taught in the right way.

One which incorporates all the aspects of Scarborough’s 

Reading Rope – and Structured Literacy principles!
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StepsWeb activities



© The Learning Staircase Ltd, 2021 12

StepsWeb and the NZ Literacy Curriculum

stepsweb.com

Phonological and Phonic Knowledge
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Reading and Spelling
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Vocabulary and Comprehension
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Memory (this one is working memory)
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Whangaparoa Primary School
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Reporting on progress

Curriculum guidelines emphasize making judgements, not

just relying on test results.
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https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/lpf-tool/
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Reporting on progress

Manage Students – Tools – Student Export
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In summary

We hope you’ve found this webinar useful – please feel free to 

send in feedback and any questions.  


