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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Explicit – the teacher explains and models key skills, with 

well-chosen examples.

Children are not expected to develop these 

skills based mainly on exposure and 

incidental learning opportunities.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Systematic and cumulative – a planned sequence of instruction. 

Important prerequisite skills taught before more advanced skills.

For instance: 

Children are not expected to decode or 

spell complex words before simpler words.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Diagnostic – students are screened and their progress is monitored.  

Students who need help are promptly identified.

Effective interventions provide opportunities 

for students to respond and practice what 

they are learning, with the teacher providing 

clear, prompt, constructive feedback to 

students’ errors.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Phonology 

Patterns of sounds in a language
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Sound-Symbol 

Phonic knowledge and skills.  

Knowing how sounds are represented by 

letters and letter patterns.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Syllables

A word unit/part with one vowel 

sound.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Morphology

An understanding of words and their 

relationships.

dog – dogs

walk – walking, walked

non/sense

dis/respect/ful
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Syntax 

The arrangement or order of words 

in a sentence to convey meaning.
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Core Principles of Structured Literacy

Semantics 

The meaning of language.
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A structured, systematic approach in which 

teachers clearly explain, model, guide practice, 

check understanding and gradually release 

responsibility to students.

Archer and Hughes (2011)
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• Clear learning goals

• Careful sequencing

• Frequent opportunities to respond

• Immediate feedback

• Breaking complex skills into smaller steps

• Modelling

• Guided practice

Archer and Hughes (2011)
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• Breaking learning into manageable steps

Australian Education Research Council 
(AERO)

• Modelling each step

• Supporting students until they can work independently
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I do (teacher explanation and modelling)

Gradual Release Model

We do (guided practice)

You do (independent practice
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So how does this look in practice?
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Spelling Levels in relation to Chronological Age

Australian Primary School – Year 3/4

2025

Australian Primary School – 2025

Year 3 / 4 Class
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Spelling Levels in relation to Chronological Age

Australian Primary School – Year 3/4

2025

Tier 3 – Moderate 

needs

Australian Primary School – 2025

Year 3 / 4 Class
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Spelling Levels in relation to Chronological Age

Australian Primary School – Year 3/4

2025

Tier 4 – High needs

Australian Primary School – 2025

Year 3 / 4 Class
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How do we avoid ‘one size fits all’?

Technology gives us the only way of ensuring that 

every learner works at his or her own level. 
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How do we avoid ‘one size fits all’?
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Course Scope & Sequence
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The Circular Progression

The importance of constantly going back, re-

checking and, if necessary, re-teaching
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Every word should be….

Read in context

Read individually

Decoded

Understood morphologically

or

Written individually

Written in context

Multiple times!

Wordlist Activities
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Phonological Skills and Phonic Knowledge Reading and Spelling

Comprehension and Vocabulary
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